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Morrison native makes must-have moccasins
for babies

Posted: Sunday, November 9, 2014 11:50 am | Updated: 11:50
am, Sun Nov 9, 2014.

By Laura Anderson Shaw, landerson@qconline.com

After baby Liam was born last year, his mom,
Megan Linke, began crafting him moccasins
out of leather from the Garment District in
New York City. 

Now, Ms. Linke's shoes can be found not only
on little Liam's feet, but also on the feet of
babes across the country, celebrities' babies
included.

"The response has been wonderful, beyond
my imagination," the Morrison native said. 

Ms. Linke, 37, moved to Manhattan in 2009.
She said she got into pharmaceutical sales in
2001 in the Quad-Cities, and she
transitioned into medical-device sales when
living in southern California. She also was a
model, she said. 

But when she had Liam, or Lili, who is 18
months old, she quit work to stay at home
with him. Like most new parents, she said,
she and her husband, Dr. Scott Marwin, an
orthopedic surgeon at The Hospital for Joint
Diseases at NYU Langone Medical Center,
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Morrison native Megan Linke and her son Liam, or Lili, 18 months
old, enjoy a day of playing outside. He is wearing a pair of his
comfortable and easy-to-put-on moccasins that Ms. Linke made.
After Liam was born, Ms. Linke, who now lives in Manhattan with
her family, began making him shoes out of leather she hand-picked
from New York City's Garment District. After neighborhood moms
took an interest in them, she launched the Lili Collection and a
website (lilicollection.com) last summer.
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went nuts buying baby clothes and shoes for
Lili. 

"We found that most shoes are not easy to
put on, or they don’t stay on," she said. "I
told my husband that I wanted to take
sewing lessons to learn how to make
moccasins for him (Lili)." 

Ms. Linke said she decided to launch the
business this summer after moms in her
neighborhood kept asking her to make shoes
for their babies. So Lili Collection, LLC
(lilicollection.com) was born in July.

She added leather boots with fringe to the
collection last month with the help of a
woman she met while shopping for
materials. She also makes "Sprinkle Shoes,"
which are baby shoes for special occasions
that are covered in real, colorful sprinkles.

"While in the modeling world, I attended
events and social gatherings," she said, and
she was always looking for something fun
and unique to wear to them. So she started
experimenting and "bedazzling" her own
shoes.

"One of the shoes that was an instant hit was
the sprinkle shoes," she said. "I took a high
heel and bedazzled it with real, edible
sprinkles. When I entered the baby world, it

was a no-brainer for me to make the sprinkle shoes."

While the sprinkles are no longer edible once they are placed on the shoes, and the shoes
themselves might not seem very practical, "there are so many photo sessions and special
occasions in a baby's first year that I thought these would be just perfect for," Ms. Linke
said. 

After taking private sewing lessons, she bought a sewing machine and sewed at the family's
dining room table. She made a closet full of moccasins for Lili in every color, she said. And
Lili wore them every day. 

"After enough interest, it made sense to go ahead and form a business and website to
display the different colors and styles I could make," she said.

In addition to the fringe boots and sprinkle shoes, Ms. Linke makes moccasins with bows on
them, and moccs decorated with a "signature heart." 
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Ms. Linke now has a sewing table and work station in the master bedroom. She said she
sews early in the morning, for a couple of hours during the day when she has a baby-sitter,
and again at night after Lili goes to bed. 

To help keep up with the demand, she also has a couple of people who help with production,
as well as a woman who helps create the boots, as they are a bit above her sewing skill level,
she said.  

In addition to being available online, the shoes are being sold in boutiques, Ms. Linke said.
Over the summer, the collection was stocked in a boutique in East Hampton, and they
currently are available at Wyatt Lily, a trendy kids' boutique on the Upper West Side of
Manhattan.

Ms. Linke said she has been invited to bring her collection to the Pre-Golden Globes Boom
Boom Room in Los Angeles in January. "This is the gifting suite for celebrities to check out
the hottest brands for their babies and kids," Ms. Linke said. "Needless to say, I’m beyond
excited and honored to attend."

Ms. Linke said the sprinkle shoes also are featured in the fall issue of CupcakeMag in the
Babes Wish List section, and the new fringe leather boots are on Tori Spelling's Must-Haves
list for fall. 

She calls her husband "the VP of Lili Collection" because of his support. "I'm not sure if I
would be this successful or even have started Lili Collection without him," she said.

She said she is happy to have a business that also allows her to be home with her son. "I love
that it allows me to have the best of both worlds," she said. Playing at the park or strolling
around town with Lili also inspires new ideas. 

"This was a fun hobby for me, and I figured if I had a couple of mommies here and there buy
from me, then great," Ms. Linke said. "I’m blown away by the interest level, all the things
going on right now and how fast I’m growing." 

For more information about Lili Collection, or to order, visit lilicollection.com. 

Posted in Life on Sunday, November 9, 2014 11:50 am. Updated: 11:50 am.
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